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Table 1: Migration Experience of Parents and Grandparents 
Lesotho Region*
Parent Worked in Another Country (%)
Yes 76.2 57.1
No 15.7 34.7
Don’t Know 8.1 8.2
100.0 100.0
Grandparent Worked in Another Country (%)
Yes 24.4 22.6
No 21.1 43.3
Don’t Know 54.5 34.2
Total 100.0 100.0
Source: SAMP Household Survey 
























































Table 2: Migration of Miners from Lesotho to South Africa, 1920-2005 




















































































































































Table 3: Legal Migration from Lesotho to South Africa, 1991-2009
Year Africa Lesotho % Lesotho
1991 1,193,743 243,710 20.4
1992 2,327,959 887,811 38.1
1993 2,700,415 1,038,479 38.5
1994 3,125,959 1,184,893 37.9
1995 3,452,164 1,097,351 31.8
1996 3,781,351 1,189,129 31.4
1997 3,665,003 1,190,848 32.5
1998 4,291,547 1,649,511 38.4
1999 4,353,259 1,588,365 36.5
2000 4,298,613 1,559,422 36.3
2001 4,193,732 1,288,160 30.7
2002 4, 513,694 1,162,786 25.8
2003 4,519,616 1,291,242 28.6
2004 4,707,384 1,479,802 31.4
2005 5,446,062 1,668,826 30.6
2006 6,308,636 1,919,889 30.4
2007 6,902,041 2,171,954 31.5
2008 7,395,414 2,165,505 29.3
Source: Statistics South Africa
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Table 4: Mine Jobs in South Africa for Basotho Migrants (Average No. Employed)
Year Basotho Workers Total Workers % Basotho
1990 99,707 376,473 26.5
1991 93,897 354,649 26.5
1992 93,519 339,485 27.5
1993 89,940 317,456 28.3
1994 89,237 315,264 28.3
1995 87,935 291,902 30.1
1996 81,357 284,050 28.6
1997 76,361 262,748 29.1
1998 60,450 228,071 26.5
1999 52,188 213,832 24.4
2000 58,224 230,687 25.2
2001 49,483 207,547 23.8
2002 54,157 234,991 23.0
2003 54,479 234,027 23.3
2004 48,962 230,771 21.2
2005 46,049 236,459 19.5
















































Table 5: Age of Migrant Miners


















































































Table 6: Sex of Migrants














Table 7: Geographical Location of Total Adult Population, 1990-2004 
Year In home community Elsewhere in Lesotho Outside Lesotho
Subsistence Other Working Other Mining Other
M % F % M % F % M % F % M % F % M % F % M % F %
1990 15 33 17 14 2 1 2 2 11 0 2 1
1993 12 32 20 16 2 2 2 2 9 0 2 2
1999 14 29 23 13 2 2 2 2 4 0 3 2




































































































































Table 8: Age of Migrants 
Age Group Males (%) Females (%)
15 to 24 5.4 9.7
25 to 39 41.6 41.3
40 to 59 47.3 37.2
60 and over 3.1 4.1
Don’t know 2.6 7.7
Total 100 100
N 934 196














Table 9: Marital Status of Migrants 





























































































































Table 10: Relationship of Migrants to Household Head





















  Becoming ‘South African’
I­am­a­ single­mother­with­ two­sons­aged­8­and­7­ in­Lesotho.­
Both­of­my­parents­are­dead­and­I­decided­to­go­to­work­in­South­
Africa­ to­ earn­money­ to­ feed­my­ sons­ and­ to­put­my­ children­
through­school.­I­have­been­migrating­to­South­Africa­for­nine­
years­ and­ I­ spend­ eleven­months­ away­ at­ a­ time.­While­ I­ am­





The­money­ is­ still­ better­ than­ it­ was­ in­ the­ (textile)­ factories­







































I­make­ a­ little­ extra­ through­membership­ of­ a­ stokvel­ (money­




I­have­a­South­African­passport­ so­ I­do­not­need­ to­ return­ to­
Lesotho­to­renew­a­permit.­I­am­also­treated­well­unlike­how­they­
treat­other­Africans­from­other­countries.­I­no­longer­even­use­
my­Lesotho­passport.­ I­will­keep­going­ to­South­Africa­as­ long­
as­there­is­work.­However,­I­am­also­thinking­of­going­to­South­
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Table 11: Skilled Migrant Occupations in South Africa
Males % Females % Total % 
Managerial office worker 0.1 0.5 0.2
Office worker 0.2 0.5 0.3 
Supervisor 0.1 0.0 0.1 
Skilled manual worker 7.4 4.6 6.2
Professional worker 2.8 4.6 2.9
Teacher 0.1 0.5 0.1 
Health worker 0.0 1.5 0.3
Total 10.7 12.5 10.1














































































































































Figure 5: HIV Prevalence Amongst Women at Antenatal Clinics (%)
Table 12: National HIV/AIDS Prevalence by Gender, Age and Spatial Distribution
Age Women Men Total
15-19 7.9 2.3 5.3
20-24 24.2 12.2 19.5
25-29 39.8 23.9 33.3
30-34 39.3 41.1 40.0
35-39 43.3 39.1 41.8
40-44 29.1 33.9 30.6
45-49 16.8 26.2 20.0
Urban 33.0 22.0 29.1
Rural 24.3 18.5 21.9
Lowlands 28.0 20.4 24.9
Foothills 24.2 16.9 21.2
Mountains 23.3 17.6 21.0
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Education Work Medical 
Services
Other Total
Bethelehem 21.4 35.7  - 14.3 7.1 14.3 - 7.2 100
Bloemfontein 25.4 20.9 17.9 9.0 17.9  6.0 2.9 100
Cape Town 40.0 -  - 20.0 40.0 - -  - 100
Durban - 50.0  - 50.0  -  -  - - 100
Ficksburg 48.5 22.4  6.0 2.4 0.2 5.2 3.7 11.6 100
Johannesburg 2.3 20.9 41.9 7.0 2.3 16.3 - 9.3 100
Ladybrand 60.6 18.9 8.7 6.3 0.8 - 3.9 0.8 100
Pietermaritzburg - - 100 - -  - -  - 100
Pretoria - 10.0 10.0 30.0 50.0 - - - 100
Harrismith 14.3 28.6 14.3 14.3 14.3 14.4 100
Thaba Nchu 31.6 5.3 26.3 10.5 5.3 5.3 15.7 100
Welkom 1.4 16.9 25.4 15.5 4.2 23.9 4.2 8.5 100
Wepener - - 100  -  -  - - 100
Other FS 6.5 35.5 12.9 9.7 6.5 19.4 9.7 100
Other Gauteng 1.1 19.5 27.6 4.6 3.4 20.7 9.2 13.8 100
Other RSA 3.1 18.8 37.5 21.9 6.3 12.5 - - 100
Outside RSA 33.3  - 33.3  - 33.4  -  -  - 100


















































Table 14: Migrant Occupations in South Africa
Main occupation Males % Females % Total %
Farmer 0.1 1.0 0.3
Agricultural worker 1.4 4.6 2.0
Service worker 0.7 3.1 1.1
Domestic worker 0.4 50.0 9.0
Managerial office worker 0.1 0.5 0.2
Office worker 0.2 0.5 0.3
Supervisor 0.1 0.0 0.1
Mine worker 79.8 0.2 68.4
Skilled manual worker 7.4 4.6 6.2
Unskilled manual worker 1.6 2.0 1.5
Informal sector producer 2.1 8.7 2.8
Trader/ hawker/ vendor 1.0 7.1 2.0
Security personnel 0.2 0.0 0.2
Business (self-employed) 0.4 5.6 1.2
Professional worker 2.8 4.6 2.9
Teacher 0.1 0.5 0.1
Health worker 0.0 1.5 0.3
Pensioner 0.1 0.0 0.1
Shepherd 0.6 0.0 0.5
Don’t know 0.7 3.1 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0


















































  The Rural Aristocracy?










I­ am­ separated­ from­my­wife­ so­my­mother,­who­ is­ sick,­ looks­
after­the­family.­She­makes­most­of­the­decisions­about­how­my­




child­ of­my­ other­ sister­ and­ one­ is­ a­ child­ that­my­ late­ father­
adopted.­There­are­also­two­unrelated­young­men­in­the­house-
hold,­both­of­whom­are­unemployed.­





































































































































  Factory to Farm
I­am­32­years­old.­I­work­on­asparagus­farms­in­the­eastern­Free­





I­work­on­ the­ farms­because­ there­ are­no­ jobs­ in­Lesotho­and­






When­ I­ am­ looking­ for­ farm­ work,­ I­ go­ straight­ to­ the­ farms­
I­ have­ worked­ on­ before­ and­ do­ not­ wait­ to­ be­ recruited­ in­




















































































Years of migration experience
21–25 26–30 >30






































Table 15: Monthly Earnings by Sector, South Africa, 2004
Sector R1-1000 (%) R1000-2500 (%) >R2500 (%)
Agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing 85.2 4.7 10.1
Community, social and personal services 20.4 10.7 68.9
Construction 58.0 22.2 19.8
Financial intermediation, insurance, real 
estate and business 
30.0 15.5 54.5
Manufacturing 38.0 23.6 38.3
Mining and quarrying 10.1 32.6 57.4
Private households 95.7 3.4 0.9
Transport, storage and communication 28.3 16.7 55.1
Wholesale and retail trade 56.0 17.3 26.7






































































































































































































































Table 17: Frequency of Home Visits
How often does the migrant come home? Lesotho (%) Region (%)
Twice or more per month 1.5 6.2
Once a month 55.6 30.1
More than once in 3 months 9.2 9.0
Once every 3 months 15.2 12.5
Once every 6 months 8.1 9.7
Once a year 8.2 18.5
At end of the contract 0.2 2.6
Other 2.2 11.4
Total 100.0 100.0
Source: SAMP Household Survey
  The Trials of Irregular Migration













































any­ destination­ where­ the­ money­ I­ had­ would­ allow.­ I­ knew­
that­ a­ person­never­ gets­ lost­ and­ indeed­ I­met­ somebody­who­
I­talked­to.­This­person­was­there­for­the­same­reason.­I­stayed­
with­ him.­ He­ is­ also­ from­ Lesotho.­ Ever­ since­ I­ migrated­ to­
South­ Africa,­ the­ money­ I’ve­ been­ earning­ can­ only­ support­
one­person­or­ two­at­ the­most.­Sometimes­ there­ is­nothing.­ It­
is­ good­ that­ I­ migrated­ because­ there­ are­ no­ jobs­ in­ Lesotho­
and­ it­ does­ not­ look­ as­ if­ there­will­ be­ any.­ Life­ is­ still­ tough.
I­earned­only­R4,800­in­my­first­year­as­a­casual­labourer.­I­sent­
home­ R800­ which­ was­ spent­ on­ food,­ clothing,­ transport­ and­
fuel.­The­household­regularly­goes­without­food.­I­have­recently­







I­ have­ money­ problems­ especially­ because­ employers­ differ.­
Sometimes­the­bosses­are­reliable,­sometimes­not.­I­have­worked­
for­many­employers­who­have­not­paid­me­yet.­Towards­the­end­

























































































































































































































Table 18: Mine Remittances to Lesotho from South Africa







1992 1473.5 12,321 1103.8 275.9
1993 1551.4 13,359 1104.5 334.4
1994 1641.5 14,562 1170.5 320.0
1995 1743.0 16,801 1242.8 410.6
1996 1951.9 19,186 1391.7 488.0
1997 2032.7 21,193 1321.2 508.2
1998 1996.2 24,678 1217.7 499.1
1999 1897.4 27,657 1157.4 474.4
2000 1955.5 30,131 1394.3 488.9
2001 1966.6 32,030 1402.2 491.7
2002 2196.5 35,236 1594.8 549.1
2003 2364.8 38,513 1686.1 591.2
















































Figure 8: Mineworker Remittances to Lesotho, 1992-2004
Table 19: Sources of Income of Migrant-Sending Households 
% Mean Annual Income (M)
Wage work 9.5 7,420.83
Casual work 6.3 2,618.28
Remittances – money 95.3 10,186.44
Remittances – value of goods 20.0 2,487.70
Income from farm products 2.7 1,525.93
Income from formal business 2.0 6,708.00
Income from informal business 6.8 3,066.41
Pension/disability 0.6 1,025.00
Gifts 2.2 1,178.86




























199619951994 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Total remittances
Total wages








































Table 20: Frequency of Cash Remittances to Lesotho 
N % of HH
Twice or more per month 12 1.2
Once a month 787 76.6
More than twice in 3 months 91 8.9
Once in three months 66 6.4
Once every 6 months 16 1.6
Once a year 51 5.0
At end of the contract 2 0.2
Other 0 0.0
Don’t know 2 0.2
Total 1027 100.0

























































Table 21: Distribution of Household Income
Household 
Income Group (M)
National Sample of Households Migrant-Sending Households
% Cumulative % % Cumulative %
0-2499 51.8 51.8 12.2 12.2
2,500-4,999 14.8 66.6 10.4 22.6
5,000-7,499 7.9 74.5 16.7 39.3
7,500-9,999 6.3 80.9 15.6 54.9
10,000-12,499 5.6 86.4 15.1 70.0
12,500-14,999 3.3 89.8 9.2 79.2
15,000-17,499 1.6 91.3 4.9 84.1
17,500-19,999 2.2 93.5 4.9 89.0
20,000-22,499 0.8 94.4 2.1 91.1
22,500-24,999 1.1 95.5 2.7 93.8
25,000-27,499 0.3 95.8 1.3 95.1
27,500-29,999 0.3 96.2 0.6 95.7
30,000-32,499 0.3 96.5 0.7 96.4
32,500-34,999 0.2 96.7 0.4 96.8
35000 and up 3.3 100.0 3.2 100.0


























































Table 22: Major Remittance Channels
Cash Goods 
Lesotho % Region % Lesotho % Region %
Post Office 5.1 7.1 0.7 4.2
Wife’s TEBA account 1.8 3.1 - -
Bring personally 54.1 46.8 81.9 66.0
Via a friend/ co-worker 33.4 26.2 11.8 14.7
Via Bank in home country 1.8 6.1 - -
Via TEBA own account 0.7 3.3 - -
Bank in South Africa 0.9 0.8 - -
Via Taxis 0.2 1.5 0.7 3.5
Bus 0.0 1.1 3.8 5.2
Rail - - 0.0 1.3
Other method 1.9 3.9 0.7 2.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0






































































  Informal Remitting
I­am­42­years­old­and­I­have­been­a­migrant­for­two­years,­when­
my­husband­became­too­sick­to­continue­working­on­the­South­












































































































































Table 23: Perceived Importance of Remittances
Very 
Important







In Having Enough to Eat 73.4 16.5 2.2 3.0 4.7 0.2
In Having Enough Clean 
Water
40.2 17.3 9.6 11.6 20.8 0.6
In Accessing Medical 
Treatment
62.6 25.0 3.8 3.2 5.3 0.2
In Having Enough 
Cooking Fuel
58.7 28.5 3.9 2.2 6.5 0.2
In Having a Cash 
Income
63.1 25.7 2.9 2.5 5.6 0.1
N=1026



























































Table 24: Monthly Household Expenses by Category 







Food and groceries 92.5 490 462,560 26.9
Housing 0.9 150 1,350 0.0
Utilities 16.7 117 20,007 1.2
Clothes 72.7 673 499,366 29.0
Alcohol 12.0 209 25,707 1.5
Medical expenses 24.2 101 24,947 1.5
Transportation 52.3 124 71,556 2.4
Cigarettes, tobacco, snuff 10.5 84 8,968 0.5
Education 5.4 663 36,465 2.0
Entertainment 1.6 125 72,000 4.2
Savings 8.7 740 65,860 3.8
Fuel 76.3 120 93,480 5.4
Farming 7.1 642 46,224 2.7
Building 3.5 3,073 110,628 6.4
Special events 7.3 2,176 163,220 9.5
Gifts 3.6 119 4,403 0.3
Other expenses 1.2 1,060 12,720 0.7































































Doors and windows 3.8
Roofing 3.6
Dipping and veterinary costs 2.6
Oxen for ploughing 2.5






Purchase stock for sale 1.1
Small stock purchase 1.1
Poultry purchase 0.8
Vehicle purchase/maintenance 0.8
Vehicle and transport costs 0.6
Walls 0.7
Other farm input 0.4
Equipment 0.3
Labour costs 0.3
Machinery and equipment 0.1
Personal investment 0.0












































Table 26: Proportion of Expenses Paid from Remittances
%
















Total contributions from remittances 88.7





























































Table 27: Proportion of Households Receiving Remitted Goods








Goods for Funeral 0.2






















































Table 28: Migrant-Sending Household Typology 



















Table 29: Proportion of Households Receiving Remittances


















































Table 30: Average Annual Remittances Received from Male and Female Migrants
Male Migrants Female Migrants
Mean M11,162.46 M4,825.32
Median M9,600.00 M3,600.00









































































Table 31: Sources of Household Income in Male and Female Migrant-Sending Households
Source of Household Income Male Migrant-Sending (%) Female Migrant-Sending (%)
Wage work 8.3 15.0
Casual work 5.0 12.1
Remittances – money 95.7 90.0
Remittances – goods 19.6 22.8
Farm product sales 2.4 2.8
Formal business 2.1 1.4
Informal business 6.5 6.4
Pension/ disability 0.2 2.1
Gifts 2.4 1.4
Other 0 0
Refused to answer 0 0
Don’t know 0.5 2.1
N 841 140
Source: SAMP Household Survey  






















































Table 32: Proportion of Migrant-Sending Households Incurring Particular Expense



















Source: SAMP Household Survey
Table 33: Migrant-Sending Household Expenditures87
Median Amount Spent in Previous Month (M)




Medical expenses 50 33
Transport 70 40
Education 230 230
Domestic fuel 90 50
Farming 350 100





























































Table 34: Ranking of Most Important Uses of Cash Remittances Over Previous Year


















































Table 35: Importance of Remittances in Annual Household Expenditure 
Category Male Migrant-Sending (%) Female Migrant-Sending (%)
Food Very important 72.0 68.6
Important 8.0 8.6
Clothes Very important 53.0 50.1
Important 21.3 12.1
Schooling Very important 50.8 37.9
Important 8.0 8.6
Fares Very important 39.0 80.0
Important 13.3 7.9
Seed Very important 20.7 27.1
Important 4.5 1.4
Savings Very important 16.4 27.1
Important 4.5 5.7
Funeral policies Very important 19.6 59.3
Important 9.9 5.7
Funerals Very important 9.5 40.7
Important 6.8 7.1 
N 841 140




























































Table 36: Most Important Goods Remitted by Migrants
Male Migrant-Sending Female Migrant-Sending 
Clothes Clothes
Food Food











Table 37: Proportion of Households Receiving Emergency Remittances 










Table 38: Stated Importance of Emergency Remittances
Male Migrant-Sending (%) Female Migrant-Sending (%)
Very important 73.9 70.6
Important 24.5 27.5























































































































































































































































































































































Table 39: Frequency of Household Deprivation of Basic Needs in Previous Year
Male Migrant-Sending (%) Female Migrant-Sending (%)
Gone Without Food
Never 48.3 32.9
Once or twice 15.3 15.7
Several times 15.2 18.6
Many times 19.6 32.1
Always 1.5 0.7
Gone Without Clean Water
Never 34.4 39.3
Once or twice 14.0 10.0
Several times 17.8 17.9
Many times 27.1 29.3
Always 6.7 3.6
Gone Without Medicine or Medical Treatment
Never 37.6 32.1
Once or twice 28.2 25.7
Several times 18.3 20.7




Once or twice 2.1 0.7
Several times 0.6 0.0
Many times 0.7 0.0
Always 91.8 95.7
Gone Without Fuel for Cooking
Never 47.9 47.1
Once or twice 21.4 20.7
Several times 14.6 12.9
Many times 15.0 17.9
Always 1.1 1.4
Gone Without Cash Income
Never 26.3 19.3
Once or twice 28.1 17.9
Several times 17.6 22.9
Many times 25.6 33.6
Always 2.4 5.7




































Table 40: Perceived Overall Impact of Migration on the Household 
Male Migrant-Sending (%) Female Migrant-Sending (%)




Very negative 12.7 20.7
Don’t know 1.5 0.7
Total 100 100
N 841 140





















Table 41: Most Positive Effects of Migration on the Household 
Male Migrant-Sending (%) Female Migrant-Sending (%)
None 16.2 24.7
Supports household 6.9 5.6
Improved living conditions 63.2 58.6
Supports children’s education 11.7 11.1
Job opportunities <1 0.0
Migrant acquires skills <1 0.0
N 841 140


























































































































Oxen for ploughing 2.5
Labour 5.1
Cattle purchase 1.4
Small stock purchase 1.1
Poultry purchase 0.8
Dipping and veterinary costs 2.6
Vehicle and transport costs 0.6
Equipment 0.3
Other farm input 0.4




























































  Minding the Store
I­am­48­years­old.­My­husband­has­worked­for­many­years­on­the­
mines.­ I­ do­ not­ know­how­much­ he­ earns­ but­ I­ receive­ about­
R7,000.­The­money­is­spent­on­food,­transport,­fuel,­my­mother-
in-law’s­ monthly­ hospital­ visits­ and­ paying­ school­ fees­ for­ my­
brother-in-law’s­ three­ children­ who­ live­ in­ another­ household.­
The­money­is­also­used­to­cover­the­farming­activities­ like­pur-












money­ to­ survive.­The­worst­problem­I­experienced­was­ that­ I­
gave­things­to­fellow­villagers­on­credit­and­they­delayed­paying­
me,­while­some­even­failed­paying­at­all.­My­business­collapsed­
and­ my­ husband­ came­ to­ the­ rescue­ and­ injected­ remittance­
money.­Now­I­no­longer­give­credit.






















































Table 43: Sources of Household Income in Male and Female Migrant-Sending Households





Farm product sales 2.4 2.8 1,525.93
Formal business 2.1 1.4 6,708.00
Informal business 6.5 6.4 3,066.41
N 841 140
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